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Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But 

what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known also to your 

conscience.  We are not commending ourselves to you again but 

giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to 

answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about 

what is in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if 

we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ 

controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for 

all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live 

might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake 

died and was raised.  

 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. 

Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we 

regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself 

and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God 

was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 

against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 

through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 

God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 

in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:11-21, ESV 
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 Till The Whole World Hears 

He will use our efforts and stewardship to advance the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  Thank you to all who made Vacation Bible School a great gospel-
sharing success this week! Special thanks to Dick and Jane Hultman as our 
directors!  
 

 
"For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to 

another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had 

received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five 

talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. But 

he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his 

master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and 

settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came 

forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me five 

talents; here I have made five talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well 

done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set 

you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.' And he also who had the 

two talents came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; 

here I have made two talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good 

and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 

much. Enter into the joy of your master.' He also who had received the one 

talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping 

where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was 

afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 

Why Do We Need The Church? 

 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch 

in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that 

does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you 

are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.  Abide in 

me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the 

vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 

is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If 

anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 

have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These 

things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be full.  

 

"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does 
not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for 
all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You 
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 
These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 

 We pray for blessings, we pray for peace 

Comfort for family, protection while we sleep 

We pray for healing, for prosperity 

We pray for Your mighty hand  

to ease our suffering 

All the while You hear each spoken need 

Yet love is way too much  

to give us lesser things 

 

'Cause what if Your blessings  

come through raindrops 

What if Your healing comes through tears? 

What if a thousand sleepless nights 

Are what it takes to know You're near? 

What if trials of this life 

Are Your mercies in disguise? 

 

We pray for wisdom, Your voice to hear 

We cry in anger when  

we cannot feel You near 

We doubt Your goodness,  

we doubt Your love 

As if every promise from  

Your Word is not enough 

And all the while You hear each desperate plea 

And long that we'd have faith to believe 

 

'Cause what if Your blessings  

 

This is a supremely important passage in the gospel story. It was laid down by law that 
every adult male Jew who lived within fifteen miles of Jerusalem must attend the 
Passover. In point of fact it was the aim of every Jew in all the world at least once in a 
lifetime to attend that feast. A Jewish boy became a man when he was twelve years of 
age. Then he became a son of the law and had to take the obligations of the law upon 
him. So at twelve Jesus for the first time went to the Passover. We may well imagine how 
the holy city and the Temple and the sacred ritual fascinated him. When his parents 
returned he lingered behind. It was not through carelessness that they did not miss him. 
Usually the women in a caravan started out much earlier than the men for they travelled 
more slowly. The men started later and travelled faster and the two sections would not 
meet until the evening encampment was reached. It was Jesus' first Passover. No doubt 
Joseph thought he was with Mary, Mary thought that he was with Joseph and not till the 
evening camp did they miss him. They had gone a day’s journey from Jerusalem when 
they discovered that Jesus was missing. It took a day to return to the city and another day 
for them to find Him. During those three days, Joseph and Mary had been "greatly 
distressed" (Luke 2:48, "sorrowing"). This word is used to describe Paul’s concern for lost 
Israel (Rom. 9:2) as well as the pain of lost souls in hades (Luke 16:24-25). 
 

They returned to Jerusalem to search for him. For the Passover season it was the custom 
for the Sanhedrin to meet in public in the Temple court to discuss, in the presence of all 
who would listen, religious and theological questions. It was there they found Jesus. 
Whether Jesus had spent the entire time in the temple, we don’t know. It certainly would 
have been safe there and the Heavenly Father was watching over Him. We do know that 
when Joseph and Mary found Him, He was in the midst of the teachers, asking them 

Isn’t it amazing how quickly we settle for less than is promised, and 

for far less than is possible?  So what have we here in this word of 

Jesus? Greater works than I have done will you do, because I go to the 

Father. 

 

The dramatic power of it becomes more pronounced when we keep in 

mind Who said it. Jesus said it.  The Man who came to save the world. 

The Man who forgave and loved, and washed his disciples’ feet. The 

Man who made the lame to walk and the blind to see. The Man who 

calmed the storm and took little children on his lap and blessed them. 

The Man who ate with sinners and flung his life into the teeth of the 

raw and rampant prejudice of his day by conversing with the 

Samaritan woman at the well. The Man who finished all the work God 

gave him to do, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father, 

crowned with glory and honor. Can you believe it? That’s the Man 

who said to you and me that we would do greater works. 

 

Do you believe it? Don’t answer too quickly. Do you believe it enough 

to start the process in your mind of claiming the promise? Our 

problem is that we trust in Jesus in some things when we need to trust 

Him with all things. Let me say that again. Our problem is that we 

trust Jesus in some things some of the time when we need to trust him 

with all things. So I want to give two affirmations that give meaning to 

this promise of Jesus.  

 

The first affirmation is this: You are more than you think you are. I 

believe this is at least a part of what Jesus is saying. You are more than 

you think you are.  Now a second affirmation: there is something you 

can be and do, but will never be and do apart from Jesus Christ. I 

believe this is at least a part of what Jesus is saying. There is 

something we can be and do but will never be and do apart from Jesus 

Christ. 
 

 

Today’s Reflection from:  
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Written by: Maxie D. Dunnam 
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