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So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all 

slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it 

you may grow up into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord 

is good.  

 

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of 

God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being 

built up as
 
a spiritual house, to be

 
 a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in 

Scripture: 

 

 "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame."  

 

So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

 

"The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, "and "A 

stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense."  

 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  

 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
 
a people for 

his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 

called you
 
 out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a 

people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, 

but now you have received mercy.  

 

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions 

of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct 

among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as 

evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of 

visitation. 

 

1 Peter 1:1-12, ESV 
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 Till The Whole World Hears 

He will use our efforts and stewardship to advance the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  Thank you to all who made Vacation Bible School a great gospel-
sharing success this week! Special thanks to Dick and Jane Hultman as our 
directors!  
 

 
"For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to 

another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had 

received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five 

talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. But 

he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his 

master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and 

settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came 

forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me five 

talents; here I have made five talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well 

done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set 

you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.' And he also who had the 

two talents came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; 

here I have made two talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good 

and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 

much. Enter into the joy of your master.' He also who had received the one 

talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping 

where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was 

afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 

Why Do We Need The Church? 

 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch 

in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that 

does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you 

are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.  Abide in 

me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the 

vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 

is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If 

anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 

have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These 

things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be full.  

 

"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does 
not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for 
all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You 
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 
These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 

 We pray for blessings, we pray for peace 

Comfort for family, protection while we sleep 

We pray for healing, for prosperity 

We pray for Your mighty hand  

to ease our suffering 

All the while You hear each spoken need 

Yet love is way too much  

to give us lesser things 

 

'Cause what if Your blessings  

come through raindrops 

What if Your healing comes through tears? 

What if a thousand sleepless nights 

Are what it takes to know You're near? 

What if trials of this life 

Are Your mercies in disguise? 

 

We pray for wisdom, Your voice to hear 

We cry in anger when  

we cannot feel You near 

We doubt Your goodness,  

we doubt Your love 

As if every promise from  

Your Word is not enough 

And all the while You hear each desperate plea 

And long that we'd have faith to believe 

 

'Cause what if Your blessings  

 

This is a supremely important passage in the gospel story. It was laid down by law that 
every adult male Jew who lived within fifteen miles of Jerusalem must attend the 
Passover. In point of fact it was the aim of every Jew in all the world at least once in a 
lifetime to attend that feast. A Jewish boy became a man when he was twelve years of 
age. Then he became a son of the law and had to take the obligations of the law upon 
him. So at twelve Jesus for the first time went to the Passover. We may well imagine how 
the holy city and the Temple and the sacred ritual fascinated him. When his parents 
returned he lingered behind. It was not through carelessness that they did not miss him. 
Usually the women in a caravan started out much earlier than the men for they travelled 
more slowly. The men started later and travelled faster and the two sections would not 
meet until the evening encampment was reached. It was Jesus' first Passover. No doubt 
Joseph thought he was with Mary, Mary thought that he was with Joseph and not till the 
evening camp did they miss him. They had gone a day’s journey from Jerusalem when 
they discovered that Jesus was missing. It took a day to return to the city and another day 
for them to find Him. During those three days, Joseph and Mary had been "greatly 
distressed" (Luke 2:48, "sorrowing"). This word is used to describe Paul’s concern for lost 
Israel (Rom. 9:2) as well as the pain of lost souls in hades (Luke 16:24-25). 
 

They returned to Jerusalem to search for him. For the Passover season it was the custom 
for the Sanhedrin to meet in public in the Temple court to discuss, in the presence of all 
who would listen, religious and theological questions. It was there they found Jesus. 
Whether Jesus had spent the entire time in the temple, we don’t know. It certainly would 
have been safe there and the Heavenly Father was watching over Him. We do know that 
when Joseph and Mary found Him, He was in the midst of the teachers, asking them 

There is a sense in which that’s what this forty-day day journey is all about—
rehearsing the gospel and responding to the extravagant heart of God. I hope it 
is becoming clearer every day. Our gracious, merciful, ever-loving God has 
chosen us—chosen us to be his people. We have been exploring what that 
means for us as individuals. 

Eugene Peterson, who has given us The Message—a wonderful translation of 
Scripture, some years ago wrote a book on discipleship—discipleship in an 
instant society. He used Nietzsche’s phrase as a title for the book: A Long 
Obedience in the Same Direction. In that book he said: 

And going against the stream of the world’s ways, there are two biblical 
designations for people of faith that are extremely useful: disciple and 
pilgrim. Disciple says we are people who spend our lives apprenticed to our 
Master, Jesus Christ. We are in a growing learning relationship, always. A 
disciple is a learner, but not in the academic setting of a schoolroom, rather 
at the work site of a craftsman. We do not acquire information about God, 
but skills in faith. 

Think about that as you think of yourself as a disciple—an apprentice to 
Jesus—learning to be like, to think like, and act like Jesus.  

The other word Peterson underscored was “pilgrim.” 

The word “pilgrim” describes us as people who spend our lives going 
someplace, going to God and whose path for getting there is the way, Jesus 
Christ. We realize that “this world is not home” and we set out for “the Father’s 
house.”  

We have to think of this not only in terms of us as individual Christians, but as 
the church. 
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Give  
Me  
This  
Water  

Give  
Me  
This  
Water  
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There is a sense in which that’s what this forty-day day journey is all 
about—rehearsing the gospel and responding to the extravagant heart of 
God. I hope it is becoming clearer every day. Our gracious, merciful, ever-
loving God has chosen us—chosen us to be his people. We have been 
exploring what that means for us as individuals. 

Eugene Peterson, who has given us The Message—a wonderful translation 
of Scripture, some years ago wrote a book on discipleship—discipleship in 
an instant society. He used Nietzsche’s phrase as a title for the book: A Long 
Obedience in the Same Direction. In that book he said: 


