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In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began 
to do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had 
given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 
had chosen.  He presented himself alive to them after his suffering 
by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God.  
 
And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, 
“you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  
 
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at 
this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He said to them, “It is not 
for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his 
own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  And when he had 
said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into 
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 
and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  
 

Acts 1:1-11, ESV 
  
 

 

 When friends betray us,  

when darkness seems to win 

We know that pain reminds this heart 

That this is not, this is not our home 

It's not our home 

 

'Cause what if Your blessings  

come through raindrops 

What if Your healing  

comes through tears? 

And what if a thousand sleepless nights 

Are what it takes to know You're near? 

 

What if my greatest disappointments 

Or the aching of this life 

Is the revealing of a greater thirst 

This world can't satisfy? 

 

And what if trials of this life 

The rain, the storms, the hardest nights 

Are Your mercies in disguise? 

 

 

 

Use It or Lose It 
 

This was Friday’s scripture story and theme for Vacation Bible School.  As you 
read the parable, consider how God asks us individually as disciples and as 
His church, to pray and use our God-given gifts and resources to the best of 
our abilities. We’ll never handle them perfectly; however, with God’s grace, 
He will use our efforts and stewardship to advance the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  Thank you to all who made Vacation Bible School a great gospel-
sharing success this week! Special thanks to Dick and Jane Hultman as our 
directors!  
 

 

"For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to 

another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had 

received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five 

talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. But 

he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his 

master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and 

settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came 

forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me five 

talents; here I have made five talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well 

done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set 

you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.' And he also who had the 

two talents came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; 

here I have made two talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good 

and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 

much. Enter into the joy of your master.' He also who had received the one 

talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping 

You Can’t Live Without Him… 
 

John Calvin on the Tenth Commandment 
(Institutes of the Christian Religion, Hendrickson Publishers, pp.261,262) 

 
“The purport is, since the Lord would have the whole soul pervaded with 
love, any feeling of an adverse nature must be banished from our minds. The 
sum, therefore, will be, that no thought be permitted to insinuate itself into 
our minds, and inflame them with a noxious concupiscence tending to our 
neighbor’s loss. To this corresponds the contrary precept, that everything 
which we conceive, deliberate, will, or design be conjoined with the good 
and advantage of our neighbor. But here it seems we are met with a great 
and perplexing difficulty. For if it was correctly said above, that under the 
words adultery and theft, lust and an intention to injure and deceive are 
prohibited, it may seem superfluous afterward to employ a separate 
commandment to prohibit a covetous desire of our neighbor’s goods. The 
difficulty will easily be removed by distinguishing between design and 
covetousness. Design, such as we have spoken of in the previous 
commandments, is a deliberate consent of the will, after passion has taken 
possession of the mind. Covetousness may exist without such deliberation 
and assent, when the mind is only stimulated and tickled by vain and 
perverse objects. As, therefore, the Lord previously ordered that charity 
should regulate our wishes, studies, and actions, so he now orders us to 
regulate the thoughts of the mind in the same way, that none of them may 
be depraved and distorted, so as to give the mind a contrary bent. Having 
forbidden us to turn and incline our mind to wrath, hatred, adultery, theft, 

God Is Light: Divine Holiness and Justice 

When Scripture c alls God, or individual 

 When friends betray us,  

when darkness seems to win 

We know that pain reminds this heart 

That this is not, this is not our home 

It's not our home 

 

'Cause what if Your blessings  

come through raindrops 

What if Your healing  

comes through tears? 

And what if a thousand sleepless nights 

Are what it takes to know You're near? 

 

What if my greatest disappointments 

Or the aching of this life 

Is the revealing of a greater thirst 

This world can't satisfy? 

 

And what if trials of this life 

The rain, the storms, the hardest nights 

Are Your mercies in disguise? 
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